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Aloha & Comosta Moloka‘i,

As you know, Molokai Ranch decided against finalizing a lease agreement 
with a “Big Wind” developer for the proposed HECO 200 MW RFP.  Our 
current focus is on ensuring the success of our newly launched ranching 
efforts and providing the best opportunity for our “Four Pillars” vision to 
succeed. We continue to be sensitive to the State’s need to reduce its reliance 
on imported fossil fuel, and will look for opportunities to pursue other 
alternatives to transition Molokai to a predominantly “Green Island.”  With 
the assistance of the community, this lofty goal is achievable, and as details 
crystalize, we will share them with you.

With our cattle operations underway and renewable energy on our horizon, the third pillar, “Green 
Improvements,” is next on our list.  “Green Improvements” involve re-opening some of Molokai 
Ranch’s crown jewels; specifically, the Maunaloa Lodge.  With its unique location and unspoiled 
landscape, the Lodge has an opportunity to become a quaint one-of-a-kind destination and experience, 
promoting Molokai’s local identity, culture and environment.

Molokai, through its rural landscape, unmatched history and lively Hawaiian culture, has an 
opportunity to capture a small portion of the economic engine of Hawaii, tourism.  Eco-tourism, agri-
tourism and cultural tourism will provide a launching point for the Maunaloa Lodge and, eventually, 
the Kaluakoi Resort and Golf Course. 

Eco-tourism can be defined as a small scale alternative to commercial tourism.  The focus of eco-
tourism is appreciation and respect for the surrounding natural beauty.  Agri-tourism allows tourists to 
partake in the daily activities of a functioning ranch or farm.  Finally, cultural tourism is timeless in its 
meaning and a great fit for Molokai.  Cultural tourists are those that are concerned with a region’s 
culture, for example the lifestyle of the people, the history of those people, and other elements that 
helped shape their way of life. 

At the Maunaloa Lodge and the Kaluakoi Resort, it is my hope and vision that visitors will come to 
understand the Molokaiian and the Hawaiian culture, and that they can learn about the island history, 
people, art and architecture, and that they can become immersed in the elements that have shaped the 
community’s way of life through the centuries. 

We look forward to keeping you apprised of our efforts. Best wishes for a safe, relaxing summer.

Clay R. Rumbaoa
CEO, Moloka‘i Ranch

Clay Rumbaoa, CEO
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The Mokio Preserve Blessing

By Wally H. Jennings, USDA, NRCS

On May 11th 2013 I had the honor of being at the Mokio Preserve blessing.  It was interesting learning 
some of the challenges in getting to this point of having the land put into the Molokai Land Trust for 
the preservation.  These lands have an ecosystem that is rich in natural resources and native habitats.  
Highlights of the preserve include five (5) miles of coastal sea shore, a dune ecosystem, seasonal 
wetland, and ancient Hawaiian sites, including an adze quarry at Pu`u Kaeo.  Stories were shared about 
this journey of many years, and countless hours of meetings with Molokai Ranch, Molokai Land Trust, 
and the Molokai Community.  Volunteer work and the heart of this land supported a vision of having 
these lands protected for the future of the people of Molokai.

The Molokai Land Trust is proud to have the Ho`olehua Field Office as a partner in the restoration 
activities on the Mokio Preserve.  Restoration work using Farm Bill programs to re-establish the coastal 
dry forest and shrublands of west Molokai has been a learning experience with many successes and 
challenges.  One of the projects showcases native revegetation of barren hardpan.   This is seen as an 
encouraging possibility for the restoration of native plant systems across the thousands of acres 
occupied by invasive plant and animal species, and stressed by erratic climatic changes, most notably, 
increasing frequency and duration of droughts.
  

Maunaloa Theater Update:  Molokai Ranch is in the process of performing various 

repairs.  Once the building is ready, we will invite entities to present a proposal to 

open and manage the theater.  Molokai Ranch can negotiate a friendly lease.  We are 

looking forward to seeing the Maunaloa Theater open sometime soon!

The Mokio Preserve.  Photo by Butch Haase

USDA is an equal opportunity employer 
and provider.
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Oahu to Molokai Race Season Begins 

By Nancy Schmicker

This year’s Molokai-to-Oahu canoe racing season kicked off on Sunday, April 21 with the Steinlager Kaiwi 
Channel OC-1 race that left from the Kepuhi Beach area and finished at Hawaii Kai, Oahu.  There were nearly 
75 participants, with an equal amount of escort boats accompanying the racers at a one-to-one ratio.

With four races scheduled to leave from the Kepuhi Beach area this year, Molokai Ranch has been working 
closely with race organizers to ensure smooth and safe experiences. 

Racers train months and sometimes years in advance to compete in these endurance competitions.  Even the 
race organizers need a fair amount of passion to be able to undergo the lengthy process of organizing and 
producing the races, as they stand to potentially lose money, or break even at best, each year.

Said Mike Takahashi, organizer of the Paddleboard World Championships, “Organizing the Molokai to Oahu 
Paddleboard Race is a tremendous undertaking, and I sometimes wonder why I have done it for 16 years.  
The last time I did the race was 9 years ago, so it is easy to forget the exhilaration of doing the race.  All the 
training, the logistics, and the excitement of the start can be forgotten.  What can't be forgotten are the faces of 
the paddlers after every race, the joy of exhaustion and the sense of accomplishment.  To be able to make that 
happen is one of the most rewarding feelings I have ever had.  I hope that feeling never gets old for me.”

Even with so much passion fueling the competitors, each race has its associated issues.  Many Molokai 
residents have expressed concerns about water safety and overfishing when hundreds of escort boats 
descend on Molokai’s usually empty coastlines.  In addition, with a lack of operating hotels on the west side, 
there are concerns that some of the escort boat crews might camp illegally on private property, leaving trash 
behind.  

Molokai Ranch has teamed up with the race organizers, the Molokai Police Department and the west end 
residents to address these issues.  Working together, Molokai Ranch, Molokai police officers, Takahashi and 
Byron Espaniola, a Maunaloa community representative, agreed on a set of rules that will be enforced among 
all escort boat crews during Mike’s race in late July.  These rules include a no wake zone 500 yards from 

shore, a no fishing zone 500 yards from shore, 
no littering, no opihi picking, and camping only 
in designated camping areas.  Escort boat crews 
that are found breaking these rules will be 
banned from participating in the races.

Working together, Molokai Ranch is looking 
forward to supporting these important cultural 
sporting events well into the future.  

For questions or concerns, please contact Nancy 
Schmicker at (808) 534-9509.

Photo by Don MiralleA Beautiful Race Morning
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Conrad Aquino

Reynaldo Artieda

Dathan Bicoy

Kalak Bicoy

Rebecca Bumatay

Nelson Calipano

William Davis

Raymond Hiro

• How long have you worked at Molokai Ranch?
17 years. 

•What are your responsibilities?
As utility manager I’m responsible for all water and wastewater utility 
operations. 

•What is your favorite thing about working at the Ranch?
My great grandparents on both sides of the family worked for Molokai 
Ranch.  I feel like I honor that.  Molokai Ranch has been a business and 
a contributor to the island of Molokai for many generations.  

•What do you love best about living on Molokai?
Family.  My whole family lives here.  We are a close-knit family.

•What is your hope for the island for the future?
For the island, we need to build our economy and provide opportunity for my kids and grandkids.  The 
way the current trend is going I don’t think they will have opportunity to work or live on Molokai.  
Economic development provides opportunity.  I am okay with growth.  

•What’s your favorite thing to do in your free time?
Spend time with my family, which means ranching, roping and working together.

"

Employee Spotlight: Rex Kamakana

Bernard Juario

Rex Kamakana

Keola Kino

Malia Kino

Luchi Leodones 

Levy Oktalia 

Marshall Racine 

Sonny Reyes 

Our Employees

Contact Us
Maunaloa Office Number: 552-2444! ! Water: Rex Kamakana, Sonny Reyes
Land: Dathan Bicoy, Raymond Hiro" " Billing: Kalak Bicoy, Malia Kino
Check out our new website: www.molokairanch.com

What would you like to see in our next newsletter?  Let Nancy Schmicker, project manager, know!  Contact 
her at: (808) 534-9509 or nschmicker@molokairanch.com.  

To schedule hunting on Moloka‘i Ranch land, contact Joey Joao at 336-0095 for availability and procedures.

Clay Rumbaoa

Nancy Schmicker

http://www.molokairanch.com
http://www.molokairanch.com
mailto:nschmicker@molokairanch.com
mailto:nschmicker@molokairanch.com



